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The voice of Islington’s older community
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1a Providence Court, Providence Place N1 ORN Tel: 0207 226 7687
Email: ipf@islingtonpensionersforum.org web: www.islingtonpensionersforum.org

PLEASE MAKE NOTE OF THE FOLLOWING MONTHS CHANGED FORUM MEETINGS
DURING THE SUMMER

Monday 29th JUNE 11am
Islington Town Hall

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
MONDAY 20th JULY 11am
At Islington Town Hall
Speaker Jeremy Corbyn

No Meeting in August

Would you like to receive your Newsletter by emailed. if yes Email
ipf@islingtonpensionersforum.org - and put in the subject 'Newsletter'



mailto:ipf@islingtonpensionersforum.org

Why We Must Resist Palantir’s Grip on NHS Data

The NHS needs an effective data management system. Currently, patient data is not
available across the health service and in many cases, it cannot be shared across hospital
departments (e.g., at the Whittington).

Data sharing infrastructure could improve patient care, reduce costs, support medical
research, and help develop new treatments. But this is only possible if our health data is
handled competently, transparently, and in the public interest. Palantir the company
currently contracted to integrate our health data does not appear able to offer any of this.

What is Palantir?

Palantir is not a healthcare company. It is a US corporation specialising in data analytics,
surveillance, and military Al technologies. Its software merges data from multiple sources —
including location, employment, and social media — to map and monitor individuals.

Its clients include:

* the US military
* US Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
* the UK Ministry of Defence
* the Israeli government, supporting military and policing operations in Palestinian
territories.
How Palantir Entered the NHS

Palantir gained a foothold in the NHS in 2020 by offering its data analytics platform for a
fee of £1 under emergency COVID-19 procurement rules. This enabled the US tech firm to
begin to embed itself into NHS data infrastructure, eventually paving the way for lucrative
follow-on contracts.

In 2023, the Conservative government awarded Palantir a £330 million contract to build
the NHS Federated Data Platform (FDP). The current Labour government is now pushing
INHS trusts to adopt the system. With this contract Palantir will gain access to the health data
of 65 million UK residents — a commercial goldmine for big tech.

Government assurances about data protection remain vague and patients cannot opt out of
data about their care and treatment. Meanwhile, Palantir staff are increasingly gaining access
to NHS patient data as they build the FDP.

Problems with Palantir

Should a company known for its role in military operations, deportations and surveillance
have a role in our NHS?

The company’s ethos is unsympathetic to publicly owned and managed healthcare. Its
billionaire co-founder and Trump donor, Peter Thiel, described Britons’ affection for the
NHS as “Stockholm syndrome” and urged the government to “rip the whole thing from the
ground and start over.” He also claimed that the NHS “makes people sick”. These attitudes,



lack of ethical values, hostility to public health, patient privacy or public wellbeing, puts
Palantir at odds with the values at the core of the NHS.

Better Alternatives Exist

Several NHS trusts are refusing to adopt Palantir’s platform and some already use
alternative systems that outperform the FDP. A recent internal NHS document described the
FDA “slow and clunky”. The NHS and the government have repeatedly refused to release
crucial information about Palantir’s performance, and the Department of Health and Social
Care is pressuring trusts to implement it by 2027/28.

Lobbying and Influence

The original contract was awarded without full, open competition — part of a wider
pattern of opaque decision-making and political lobbying by private companies on policy
and public contracts that has become extensive.

Peter Mandelson, when UK Ambassador to the US and director at the lobbying firm
Global Counsel, arranged an “informal visit” for Keir Starmer to Palantir’s Washington HQ.
Months later, Palantir secured a £240 million Ministry of Defence contract. Mandelson’s
tenure as Ambassador ended in disgrace amid revelations about his political lobbying and
relationships.

Since 2015, Wes Streeting, until recently Health Secretary, declared £372,000 in donations
from private health companies. Campaigners argue that this lobbying environment has
shaped NHS policy in ways that favour privatisation and corporate access including that of
Palantir.

Concerns about Palantir include:

Privacy risks and commercial exploitation of NHS data. Assurances about limitations on
Palantir’s access to our personal data are weak and un-anonymised data is already being
shared to build the FDP. NHS data has massive commercial potential, and the government
stated their aim to make data available to businesses and in the future, they may weaken
regulations. It’s naive to think that Palantir will not take opportunities to exploit our data.

Deepening state surveillance. Palantir has a role in supporting ICE operations in the US,
where health data is being used to target people for detention and deportation. Here in the
UK, the Home Office has pushed to get access to migrant health data and track their location.
Reform UK have stated their intention to create a UK version of ICE if they win a general
election. Given that Palantir is operating in the MoD and some police forces, it’s spread in to
the NHS and other state departments is becoming a civil liberties issue.

Is it a good idea for our key institutions to become dependent on an American Big Tech
company like Palantir? Besides these companies gaining access to sensitive state and citizen
data they create a dependency that it hard to break. Once embedded in organisations, tech



systems become difficult and costly to exit. This gives Big Tech companies the power to
raise prices or influence decisions in their favour.

There Is Still Time to Act

NHS trusts are not legally required to adopt the FDP. There is roughly a year left for
scrutiny, challenge, and refusal. NHS England can choose not to extend Palantir’s national
contract beyond its initial three-year term. A review is due in early 2027, and the contract
could be terminated.

The management at Whittington Hospital say they are not preparing to adopt the FDP —
but is also not resisting Department of Health pressure or exploring alternatives. The Defend
the Whittington Hospital Coalition is urging the Trust to investigate better systems, and a
petition is now live.

What can you do?
Defend the Whittington Coalition - join us and get involved! Sign the petition!
Many organisations are challenging Palantir’s role in the NHS:

* Good Law Project (GLP)
* Foxglove
* Keep Our NHS Public (KONP)
* Medact
You can sign up to one of all of these organisations and get involved in their campaigns.

Martin Franklin
A Statement on behalf of the NPC

It has come to our notice that certain misinformation regarding the status of The National

Pensioners Convention (NPC) has been circulating and is causing some confusion across the
board.

The Board of Directors of the NPC wish to state that the Company Limited by Guarantee
is currently consulting with our membership on moving forward into an appropriate
democratic structure.

In the meantime, we are working with our partners on issues relevant to the rights of older
people and engaging with parliamentary bodies.

Whilst we are not able to undertake all the work we used to, the NPC is live, we are not
closed down and we continue to ensure that older people’s voices are heard.

The purveyor of the misinformation has been contacted and asked to ensure that all
sources are made aware that the misinformation must not be carried on into the future.

Any information that you see, hear or receive stating incorrectly that the NPC does not
exist should be reported to the General Secretary.

Jan Shortt - General Secretary & Director for and on behalf of the Board of Directors



Loos For Islington

When Loos for Islington came into being in October 2022 this above was the appalling
state of public toilet provision in Islington. If you visited the Council website it told the
fiction of automated and well maintained public loos. Mike Sanderson, Leonie Philip,
Kiyoko Ito, and Cornelius McAfee, under the umbrella of Age UK London, decided to take
action. We made presentations to the London Assembly and community organisations, we
met with Islington Council ( and were often given a frosty reception for disturbing the
illusion of Islington Toilet provision), we wrote to the newspapers, we collected signatures in
order to present our aims to a full Council Meeting. Leonie, our resident poet, wrote
‘Islington Loos’ which can be found on YouTube. Kiyoko Ito visited dozens of Islington
Community Hubs to collect signatures. I cycled the ten mile loop from my home in Archway
making regular lavatory audits. In those early days, dynamic Caroline Russell and the Greens
were very helpful and supportive. Those of us out in the streets collecting signatures engaged
with a broad spectrum of people to whom access to clean public lavatories was essential:
mothers with children, the disabled, the elderly, delivery and cab drivers, youngsters. For
some, lack of lavatory provision leads to social isolation.

Islington Council have now replaced the old defunct and medieval toilets with new self-
cleaning toilets.

They have made available their council buildings for those in need of the Loo. Can I
recommend the marvellous loo in the foyer of Islington Town Hall? Go on, spoil yourself,
it’s regal!



The job of Loos for Islington is not
complete. There are large swathes of the
Borough where there is no provision. These
are ‘toilet deserts’. Archway, where there is a
market twice a week has no provision except
the Public Library which is open 4 days a
week. Interestingly Highbury has one at
Highbury Crescent and one at Highbury
Fields. This must be a question of social
equity. The new lavatories are great, but Loos
for Islington has always maintained that
attended public lavatories prevent anti-social
behaviour and mindless vandalism. I am
auditing the new loos to keep the Council on
their toes and make sure their loos are
regularly maintained.

In our sister borough Haringey there is
similar organisation ‘Loos for Haringey’. I
was out with their campaigners recently at
Turnpike Lane Station. It is a large transport
hub and yet the lavatories have been closed
for years. TFL need to wake up!

Last month I was interviewed by Channel 5
at the City Road Automated Toilet discussing
the need for more public lavatory facilities. This was provoked by The Royal Society of
Public Health’s report on the decline of loos in England. They conclude that England is
suffering a public health crisis due to a severe shortage of public toilets. The Society reports
a 14% drop in facilities since 2016, leaving just one public toilet for every 15,481 people.
This forces many to deliberately dehydrate themselves, fuels public urination, and damages
local high streets because people will not shop where there is no provision.

We can celebrate those new Islington loos but there is much more that needs to be done.

Cornelius McAfee



Poem Corner
Some Comparison's

The Sun, it rises swells the morning's start, passing every Earth's
person awake, 'blazing', a fraud, it merely seems, its fiery path, showing
whose in charge! As Earth's each face turns away from the Sun's heated
light, comes evening's night; the Moon we see, more kind, silent bright
above, that yet still relies on the Sun's hot rays, but distanced these the
Moon converts, makes into cool reflected still blue light. Where, so
unlike today's machined aged "cool intercourse", once lover's spooned
turned romantic sex our parent's "made love". Today, the deal is done,
after seeing each other on mobile screens; weighting up profit/loss? Whereas, it must be we cannot
sit down without trust a chair will carry us; how much more, love?

The Moon's shine depends on the Sun's heat, only seldom Eclipses it lost to our sight, and this by
chance, so we think the Moon is a "she", the smaller follower. Then compared, the Sun, must be, a
"he", the bigger boss! But this is Human thinking? Swelled the size of our human brain,like many
men, brought up to eat roasted red meat, the Sun too is full of bluster, each powerful, so left too long
together, insane? Leaving us Climate Change, burnt chaos and/or human skin? Cured by mad AI?
Our brain, amongst all other's, needs a Mind to deliberate, guide our devious brain to right? And so,
Mind is like the Moon, that inadvertently also uses power, one Brain's the other Sun's,to reflect a
form of light; Mind and Moon, each of a different kind.

The Sun its Spots erupts, from day to day a different sized 'greatness' so got (swelled his head the
'oxygen' of attention) to be like a human Trump. But, unlike him, regular in its inconsistency,
therefore, at least, for science, more predictable! For next time, who knows, he could remain,
persistent? Reminded, the Sun is just a ball of hydrogen & helium gas, useful, but that's all? And
sometimes, grown over heated, even a nuisance! Yet waxed and waned its light the Moon's
sanded,solid rock, walked upon, changes not! So our mind, a Mind just because it always faces one
way,towards what is good and right, for all Mankind, be their loving sex 'weak' woman or 'strong'
man? So moral! Like food, a human necessity; and here the comparison breaks down. Unlike the
Sun, knows its way, we've lost our's?

Better, we return to where we began, before our too clever brain made us too big for our boots.
The answer for us, and the rest of nature, is shaming the strong, by learning to be small again. Not
'Great', wanting other people's lands, to spread seeds of exploited pain. There is nothing wrong in
being unimportant, for soon each of us (even the young) will be no more. With time immensity,all,
even the very greatest', will lay forgotten. Then, too late to be just ordinary,'weak' unknown, a
'tosser'! As the ant and bee, go about our human business, quiet and unseen. So put away male
boasting, our machined 'toys' loud and disruptive, as they are to the rest of nature! Back to our
natural insignificance, to a state of mindful silence; allow nature to live unmolested. Stop testing
everything to the brink! Stop, exploiting us?

Be small, be happy, let what is 'Bigger' (than the Universe containing us little lot Earth nature and
humans) take the strain? Greater,than our mind can imagine or think of,where all comparison's end;
and words, stop.

R Moran, 22 May 2026



Prostrate Over Prostate (POP goes the Ego)

In the last quarter of 2024, I was served a section 21 eviction notice with the other
residents of my block. After much protestation etc to no avail I grudgingly moved out to a
sheltered housing project in N5. After seventeen years, no rent arrears or disagreements I had
to pack my bags and baggage and aged 81 I shipped off from N19 (my spiritual Islington
home for Islington pastures new.

I do love this Islington with all its vibrancy and character spawned from being one of the
more historical old inner London Boroughs riddled with poverty and family bonding second
to none. A depth of belonging I have never gained in childhood or since in West London.

Anyway, back to the point. I drifted off there due to the atmosphere of the local football
team temporarily taking over the town! Up the Arsenal!!

Having moved homes I then plucked up courage to move GP surgeries( a strange and
disembodied experience for an old geezer)

No sooner had I moved to Laycock Central then I was called in for Blood and Urine tests
(very efficient)

Blow me down everything was hunky dory except for Yes that old PSA count.
So of I have been for MRI, Biopsy and Pet Scan at UCLH Yes Prostate cancer

Blige what a scare, what a fright. Fortunately, I have a bundle of male friends who have
been through the same process are in remission and living positive healthy (in all respects)
lives so the initial frit has eased and I have acceptance of the process.

I have just started Hormone suppressant tablets leading to targeted radiotherapy more of
which I will regale you over the coming months.

The clinician advised me that there could well be a loss of libido due to the treatment
cycle which at my age is not around that much anyway and reminded me of an old George
Melly saying.

Rather than viewing the loss as a tragedy, he embraced the resulting tranquillity. In his
later years, he reasoned: "Impotence in old age is no great loss. It's like being unchained
from a lunatic."

Mike Sanderson (IPF)



ISLINGTON PENSIONERS FORUM

Officers: Committee Members:
Luke Daniels: Chair Annette Thomas
Robert Collins: Vice Chair Dot Gibson

Mary Coford: Secretary Margaret Diffey
Frances Bradley: Asst. Secretary Alan McDonald

Mike Sanderson: Treasurer Elaine Durack

David Milner: Members List Margaret Deasy

Cornelius McAfee
Delegates for NPC London Region Jan Pollock
Luke Daniels
Frances Bradley

Staff:
Lydia Batchelor: Outings/events organiser

Committee Meetings on the first Monday of the month at 11 am at the IPF hall

Forum Meetings on the third Thursday on the month at 11 am in the Town Hall

Speakers:

¢ June: Pensioners platform
e July: AGM.

Activities:

e Wednesdays - Art Activities in Providence Court 11-2:30

¢ First Monday of the month BFI free film afternoon (contact Lydia at the
IPF office leaving a clear message)

e Last Wednesday of the month £5 Film and a Meal at the IPF office
(contact Lydia at the office by Monday before the Friday)

HALL FOR HIRE

Small, quiet, and accessible community hall suitable for small groups of up to 30 people.
Located beside Screen on the Green cinema on

Upper Street with excellent transport links.

This light and airy space would suit as a meeting

room or rehearsallteaching space. Size 21 x 14 ft.

Providence Court, Providence Place N1 ORN

Set back off the road in a quiet, residential building
the hall has an accessible toilet and a small kitchen
with kettle and storage facilities



