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A Hot August

I's been the hottest summer on record-temperature wise. But it's also been a hot
August for racism. The brutal murder of three white girls in Stockport set off a rash of
attacks on migrant hotels around the country. The government acted swiftly to stop the
spread of unrest by arresting perpetrators of racial violence- with hundreds arrested and
sentenced in record time. Quick action stemmed the violent attacks, but the organised far
right organisations soon set about peaceful harassment of refugees in hotels. | joined with
Islington Stand Up to Racism to defend those refugees seeking help in the UK. | marched
with them through Epping Forest to support the refugees housed in the Bell Hotel. The
demo was largely peaceful, and the police kept the two groups separate in a field close to
the hotel- with insults traded over the police heads. We outnumbered the fascists by a long
way.

Little did | know | would soon be defending refugee and migrant men in my own
backyard in Islington, where | have lived peacefully for over 40 years. The Thistle Hotel in
Central Street became the focus of a sustained attack from local and outside racists. It
was reported that one of the migrants had tried to kiss a schoolgirl. There were complaints
that the young men housed in the hotel often sat in the nearby park ogling and troubling
school girls. A demonstration organised by locals and the Far Right on the 2nd of August
was met with opposition from Islington Stand Up to Racism and other supporting
organisations, MP Diane Abbott spoke at the meeting along with Railway and Maritime
Transport Union (RMT) former President Alex Gordon. A local councillor spoke, and
Islington Pensioners Forum banner was proudly on display. The far right was vastly
outnumbered, and the police presence ensured that the demonstration was largely
peaceful.

Those opposed to immigration of any kind were not giving up easily and another
demonstration was organised on 8th August- we again outnumbered the protesters. This
time | spoke in defence of the refugees and encouraged people to welcome them. Many
Caribbean immigrants were invited here by ‘river of blood’ Enock Powell to come and help
rebuild Britain after the Second World War. Some arrived on HSS Windrush and are now
dubbed the ‘Windrush generation’, many experienced a “Hostile Environment” from the
last Conservative government and now continued by the present Labour government -who
seem to have forgotten the crucial role immigrants play in running the National Health
Service, the Transport and care systems and much more. Often on the front line of
services, black people disproportionately succumbed to the Covid19 pandemic as a result.
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More focus on the positive impact of immigrants working to build the UK would help reduce
some of the hostility faced by refugees and migrants from some sections of society. With a
falling birth rate in the UK, immigrants have a crucial role in maintaining support for the
sick and elderly. Migrants given half a chance are hardworking and contribute positively to
making Britain a better place to live. We need Unite and Fight racism whenever and
wherever it raises its ugly head.

Luke Daniels

Islington Pensioners on the march against racism.

The next meeting of the Islington Pensioners’ Forum will take place at Islington Town Hall
at 11am on Thursday the 16th of October 2025.

Speaker: Dal Babu, who is a member of the Parole Board, a Non-Executive Director for
the North London Mental Health Trust and CAFCASS, a Member of the Metropolitan Police
Service London Police Board , an Interim Director of Public Protection and integrated
Enforcement and advisor to The Children's Commissioner. In addition, Dal is a Trustee for
The Quentin Blake Center and Artichoke charities .

Dal is a regular contributor on BBC Radio 4/5 and BBC/ITV News on a wide range of
policing and community issues.

He can talk about the following areas Dementia Services , Use of Emergency Powers ie
Section 135 and 136 Mental Health Act , Support in the community and early intervention
services.




Solidarity with Gaza by Dot Gibson

| think we are all relieved that people around the world are campaigning to overcome
the aid blockade imposed by the Israeli government, preventing food, medical supplies
and clean water from reaching Palestinian people in Gaza.

Neither the United Nations nor governments have stopped the blockade, yet Palestinian
people, including children and babies are dying of starvation, and the Israeli government
has ordered the Israeli army (IDF) to carry out a new offensive ordering Palestinian
families to get out of the war zone and evacuate again Now people from around the world
are on their way in a flotilla of boats filled with aid, and dockers in the port of Genoa, Italy
are supporting them,

A dockers' leader said. . . “I want this to be clear to everyone — really to everyone —
around mid September these boats will arrive near the coast of Gaza, close to the critical
zone. If we lose contact with our boats, with our comrades, even for just twenty minutes,
we will block all of Europe. Together with our union, together with all the dockworkers who
stand with us, together with the whole city of Genoa ... from this region, 13 — 14 thousand
containers leave every year for Israel, not a single nail will leave any more. We will launch
an international strike, we will block the roads, we will block the schools, we will block
everything. Our young women and men must come back without a scratch, and all this
cargo, which belongs to the people, must reach its destination, down to the very last box.
Thats all | have to say.”

So who and what are the Genoa dockers supporting? In June there was an attempt to
take aid into Gaza. The boats were stopped by the Israeli army. Those on board were
taken into custody and deported. But now hundreds of people are on board a whole flotilla
of boats with aid and are on their way to Gaza. As | write the boats, which started in
Barcelona, have paused at Tunisia's port — Sidi Bou Said — where huge crowds turned out
to welcome them.

Greta Thunberg. The Swedish campaigner now 22 years old, is part of those on board.
She addressed the crowd. . ."We all know why we are here, she said. “Just across the
water there's a genocide going on, a mass starvation by Israel's murder machine”.Israel
has repeatedly denied that there is starvation in Gaza, blaming Hamas and the UN aid
agencies' failures.

Rima Hassan, French-Palestinian
Member of the EU Parliament was in
Tunisia. She said: “The Palestinian cause is
not in the hands of governments, it is in the
hearts of peoples everywhere.” She added
praise for all those who stand in solidarity
with the Palestian people. The flotilla will be
expanded — joined by the Tunisian team for
the next stage of the mission. In a fresh
statement. Flotilla organisers appealed to
governments, the UN and international observers to stand firmly with them and guarantee
their safe passage. “The Global Simud Flotilla stands united in its humanitarian mission to
deliver urgently needed food, water and medical supplies to the Palestinian people
enduring a catastrophic genocide, and a spiralling health crisis caused by the illegal siege
on Gaza.” A separate appeal, signed by over 140 elected representatives from various
countries (but not the UK) called for the establishment of a humanitarian corridor and for
protection for those aboard.



The Nags Head Scribbler ~ ------ Morrisons Give Us our Toilets Back!

The June Forum listened to Councillor Sheila Chapman outline the way forward for
Public Toilet Facilities in the Borough. It has long been shameful that the Council has failed
to maintain services for its residents in areas of high footfall such as Shopping Centres,
urban travel interchanges and the residential areas surrounding the Emirates. Stadium.

Sheila outlined the delivery plan for seven Automated Public Conveniences (APCs) to be
installed across the Borough with the first already installed and working at Newington
Green. Those who have used this first new APC have been impressed by its cleanliness,
and its automated online connection means notifications of activity and failure time are
reported speedily, enabling fast turnround for maintenance support when needed.

The best news is that they are FREE. Yes no charge to hard-pressed residents and their
visitors, with finally some level of dignity being restored to our elders, enabling them to
move around the Borough with confidence. But where are the other six you cry. Well
according to the Councillor, installation is to be complete by the end of July this year and
then you can find their location at.

https://www.islington.gov.uk/roads/public-toilets

provided you are connected to the Interweb as all levels of officialdom assume you are!

There will also be three larger “Changing Places” toilets for disabled residents at Sobell
Leisure Centre, Brickworks Community Centre, and 222 Upper Street - although
availability times for Council offices is limited to five days per week and they are not based
in highly used community areas.

All well and good but they might well serve the nighttime economy better than those out
and about doing their regular shopping trips.

“Get us off the Loo Leash” has been the battle cry of Loos For Islington (LFI) for the
past two years collecting signatures and petitioning the Council for:

Decent Toilets for Decent people.

Since LFI commenced its campaign in late 2022 Councillor Chapman has been given
this focal point of responsibility for the mental wellbeing of the population — their need for
convenient conveniences to enable them to maintain an responsible level of hygiene
rather than perpetuating urine-soaked streets around our prestigious football ground.

But what about the Nags Head Shopping centre, Archway and Finsbury Park travel
interchange. One step at a time and be careful where you step!!
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IPF and LFI will be working together to campaign for Morrisons to re-open their toilet
facilities which were closed by Private Equity owners who purchased the whole Morrisons
chain several years ago. They are after private profit rather than healthy social gain to the
residents who use the Shopping centre.

Join us in an Autumn campaign for Nags Head public toilets to be re-opened and
maintained in healthy condition as part of Morrisons social contribution to the Community
they purport to serve ( or fleece)

IPF & LFI (don’t you just love acronyms) will attempt to prick the conscience of the
bankers who own Morrisons, to provide decent and safe toilet facilities to the public. This
will attract a higher,and more relaxed footfall to the Nags Head Shopping centre. We will
hopefully work alongside the Shopping centre management committee to ensure we all
identify the same needs and facilities. At the same time we would like to Lobby central
government to introduce legislation which insists that all major food supermarkets provide
decent toilet facilities for their customers as hygienic as their stores purport to be.

The Nags Head Scribbler strikes again. Support us in our strenuous efforts to give our
fellows the quality of service they deserve and improve Shopping centre activity and
income at the same time.

We can all be winners if we try.

We announce the sad loss of our esteemed Executive member Pam Zenkin. Our
sympathies with family and friends. She will be sadly missed by all who knew her.




Two Poems by Margaret Deasy
1. Doubt

Doubt is something | abhor,

It has kept closed many a door,

Be courageous and brave | hear,

This is the only way to get over your fear.

Great ideas and advice | know,

But doubt can flatten you like a blow,

| know the way forward is to face my fears,
And | aspire to have many doubt free years.

2. Exploring Happiness

An amorphous cloud floats slowly by,

Its structureless form covers the sky,

High in the air a magpie emits a cry,
Whereas | myself go home to eat some pie.

The room is oh so warm, snug and cosy,
Atable is laden with food, and all is rosy,
The pie is juicy, and melts on my tongue,
And in the distance, a bell is rung.

A gathering of friends, at a fun filled event,

Happy moments, marred by ambivalence, soon spent,

A casket of memories, some good, some bad,

It's a mystery that happiness can be both joyous and sad.

The Department of Works and Pensions has been trying to find thousands of married
women whose state pension was underpaid. If you received child benefit between 1978
and 2010 your National Insurance contributions may be wrong resulting in your state
pension being too small. Check at gov.uk - search 'home responsibilities protection' and
scroll down to 'Check if you're eligible'. It is worth doing - the average payment made so
far has been over £8,000.

Phil Richards (with acknowledgement to Paul Lewis & Saga Magazine).
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Committee Meetings on the first Monday of the month at 10.30am at the IPF hall

Forum Meetings on the third Thursday on the month at 10.30 am in the Town
Hall

Hall For Hire

Small, quiet, and accessible community hall suitable for small groups of up to 30
people.

Located beside Screen on the Green cinema on

Upper Street with excellent transport links.

This light and airy space would suit as a meeting

room or rehearsallteaching space. Size 21 x 14 ft.

Providence Court, Providence Place N1 ORN

Set back off the road in a quiet, residential building
the hall has an accessible toilet and a small kitchen
with kettle and storage facilities

Notice of events.
1. October Black History Month. Film Club showing Imitation of Love on Wednesday 22nd
October time 12.30 to 3.00pm, Film plus Caribbean Meal £5.00. You must book.

2. Wednesday 15th October. 10.30 to 1.30pm Free. Relax and design your own tote bag,



